CHAPTER XII

THE APPROACH TO MODERN TIMES

1494 Beginning of the Italian wars.
1498 Accession of Louis XII,
1520 Luther's revolt against the Pope.
1536 Calvin settles in Geneva.

TOWARDS the close of the fifteenth century a number of novel
features made their appearance, none of them originating in
France, but all producing a reaction upon the life of the French
people, though in very varied degrees. They consisted in material
inventions and discoveries, followed by two movements of an
intellectual character.

JlNVENTIONS   AND   DISCOVERIES

The mariner's compass, the use of which appears about the
middle of the fifteenth century, made it easier to cross the Atlantic,
though the sailors of Dieppe had no need of it to find their way
to the Canary Islands.

Gunpowder had been known in Europe as early as the four-
teenth century and was used in war during the fifteenth; the king
of France possessed the strongest artillery of the day, and as early
as the beginning of the sixteenth century there were foot-soldiers
known as arquebusiers because they were armed with the arquebus,
which was fired by means of a 'match', or fuse. Up to the end of
the sixteenth century, however, the strength of armies resided in
their cavalry, consisting of gendarmes, clad in metal armour, to-
gether with Swiss and German infantry armed with the pike.
The towns were still protected by high, thick, stone walls which
cannon found difficulty in demolishing. It was not till the end of
the seventeenth century that the invention of powder produced any
decisive effects.

The only invention whose effect was immediate was that of
printing. It had been preceded by wood-engraving, of which it
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